
 
 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 
 

SUSTAINABILITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE  
SPECIAL MEETING 

 

 
August 7, 2017 X Councilmember Randy Rowse, Chair 
3:00 p.m.  X Mayor Helene Schneider 
City Hall, Room 15 X Councilmember Cathy Murillo 
  
Office of the City Administrator Office of the City Attorney 
  
X Matt Fore Ariel Pierre Calonne 
   Senior Assistant to the City Administrator 
X Robert Samario 
X Rene Eyerly 
X Dustin Merback 
X Dan Rowell 
X Bryan Latchford 

City Attorney 

AGENDA 
 

1. Public Comment       
Any member of the public may address the Committee for up to two minutes on any subject within 
the jurisdiction of the Committee that is not scheduled for public discussion before the Committee. 
 
No public comment was given.  
 

2. Information on Ordinances Regulating Distribution of Expanded Polystyrene Products    
 
Action: The Sustainability Committee received a report from the Environmental Services Manager 
on the status and content of ordinances adopted by jurisdictions throughout California to regulate 
distribution of expanded polystyrene products.  
 
The following speakers spoke in support of a proposed ordinance to regulate polystyrene products: 
 

 Kathi King, Community Environmental Council 

 Penny Owens: Santa Barbara Channelkeeper  
 
Motion: Committeemembers Schneider/Murillo to direct staff to bring a similar presentation to the 
full Council with a specific emphasis on the development of a stakeholder engagement and 
outreach plan to gauge and potentially foster support for such an ordinance.    
 
Vote: Majority roll call vote. (Unanimous)  
 

3. Adjourn        
 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: If you need auxiliary aids or services or staff assistance to attend or participate in 

this meeting, please contact the Airport Administration Office at (805) 967-7111. If possible, notification at least 48 hours 
prior to the meeting will usually enable the City to make reasonable arrangements. Specialized services, such as sign 
language interpretation or documents in Braille, may require additional lead time to arrange. 

AVAILABILITY OF DOCUMENTS: Copies of documents relating to agenda items are available for review in the City 

Administrator’s Office located at City Hall, 735 Anacapa Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101, and agendas and minutes are also 
posted online at SantaBarbaraCA.gov/SustainabilityCommittee. Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the 
Sustainability Council Committee after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the City 
Administrator’s Office located at City Hall, 735 Anacapa Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101, during normal business hours. 

http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/SustainabilityCommittee
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Presentation Outline

• Background

• Scope of the Issue

• Status of EPS Management

• Options

• Stakeholder Involvement

• Next Steps
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Background: Why We’re Here

• May 16 – Sustainability Committee directed 

staff to bring back information on EPS 

ordinance to future meeting
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Background: What is Expanded Polystyrene

• Thermoplastic material made from 

petrochemicals

• Two common types are used for foam 

beverage cups, plates, trays,                          

clam shells, coolers/ice chests, etc.
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Background: Why Address EPS

• Reduce amount EPS foam in urban litter

• Reduce amount EPS foam that reaches local 

waterways and ocean

• Reduce use of material 

that cannot be composted 

or recycled
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Scope of the issue: State

• 80% ocean litter from land. About 60% of that is 

plastic

• EPS became product of concern ~ 10 yrs ago

• State estimates 3-9% litter is EPS

• State estimates EPS use 1.8-7.0 lbs per capita
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Scope of the Issue: Local Water Impacts

• Stormwater permit requires trash reduction

• Litter and toxicity impacts

• Friable, light, becomes easily airborne and/or 

breaks into small pieces that are

hard to collect

• Birds and marine wildlife ingest
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Scope of the Issue: Local Water Impacts

• Harbor cleanups – Every other Saturday. Small 

light plastic found

• Creek cleanups – 84,500 lbs trash collected FY 

17. Foam containers or pieces were found at 

11% (162/1530 total cleanups)
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Scope of the Issue: Local Waste Stream

• Small fraction of waste stream, but difficult to 

capture to recycle. Not a landfill issue.

• 183 Food Serving businesses surveyed

• Dine-in and To-Go container types
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Lower State

• 20% use 

Styrofoam

Milpas

• 42% use 

Styrofoam
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Upper State 

& Mesa

• 27% use 

Styrofoam
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Status of EPS Management in California

• 110 jurisdictions have local ordinances

• 13 of these cover government operations only

• 21 include the retail sale of products

• LA city and county
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Status of EPS Management in California

• Legislation proposed 6 times since 2007

• Latest bill, SB 705 (Allen) on hold. Would 

phase out takeout food packaging that cannot 

be either recycled or composted in the 

communities where it is distributed
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Status of EPS Management: Examples

• Carpinteria : Food ware ordinance since 2009

• Santa Monica : Food ware ordinance since 

2007
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Status of EPS Management: Program Results

• 74% reduction in litter of foam containers

• Substitute product readily available; shifts to 

recyclable plastic primarily

• Switch in food containers doesn’t reduce 

amount of single use containers

• Coolers/ice chests: shift to durable plastic

• Life cycle analyses similar
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Status of EPS Management: Costs

• For business: food container switch. Container 

costs are comparable. Cups 0%, Clamshells 2-

4% increase per unit

• For City: environmental review, oversight, 

implementation
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Options for EPS Management

• Recycling

• Polystyrene reduction ordinance – food service

• Polystyrene reduction ordinance – food service 

and retail point of sale
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Option: Recycling

• Collection equipment expensive to lease and 

own

• Poor markets for material

• Low contamination tolerance 

• Doesn’t solve litter problem
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Option: Ordinance Elements 

• Define regulated activities – food service

• Exceptions – meat trays, pre-packed foods

• Implementation and Phase In – small v large 

food vendors

• Options: Retail

• Exemptions – hardship for financial reasons or 

no feasible alternative
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Stakeholders: Involvement

• Extensive engagement

• Surveys and data gathering

• Stakeholder meetings

• Outreach coordinators

• Website and links to resources
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Stakeholders: Key Affected Groups

• Restaurant and Lodging Association

• Mobile food vendors

• Downtown Santa Barbara

• Chamber of Commerce

• Environmental Community: CEC, Sierra Club, Santa 

Barbara Channelkeeper, Save the Mermaids

• Grocers Association

• American Chemistry Council
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Direction

• Staff seeks Committee direction on item. 
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